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Having a zero-tolerance policy means that a school has zero tolerance for any kind of misbehavior or violation 

of school rules, no matter how minor, unintentional, or subjectively defined it may be.   Having a zero-

tolerance policy means that a school has zero tolerance for any kind of misbehavior or violation of school 

rules, no matter how minor, unintentional, or subjectively defined it may be.  Once suspended or expelled, 

data show that students are less likely to complete high school, more than twice as likely to be 

arrested while on forced leave from school, and more likely to be in contact with the juvenile justice 

system during the year that follows the leave.  This is what feeds the school-to-prison pipeline.   

 

Restorative Practices have been proven to be effective after the incident allowing the student to: (1) understand what they did wrong, 

(2) how it affected others, and (3) how they can correct the behavior moving forward.  School suspensions whether in-school or out-of-

school DO NOT MODIFY BEHAVIOR unless there is an intervention that takes place during the process! 

 

Number of Out-of-School Suspensions Per School Year 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: 

(1)  These are the top six (6) out of 14 discipline occurrences, that resulted in Out-of-School Suspensions. 

(2) *Disobedient/Disruptive Behavior is subjective.  It is the highest category for both years in all areas of discipline from out-of-

school, in-school suspensions, emergency removal by district, expulsions, etc.   
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 2017-2018 2018-2019 

Truancy 3,226 3,393 

Tobacco/Alcohol Violation 5,413 10,213 

Harassment 13,856 13,699 

Fighting 60,957 62,683 

Disobedient/Disruptive Behavior* 108,052 100,024 

TOTAL OUT-OF-SCHOOL SUSPENSIONS 
(Includes other categories, not listed) 

211,218 209,183 
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